The Catholic University of America

School of Philosophy
Course Syllabus 

First Semester 2007-2008
Sister Marian Brady, S.P., Ph.D.



Office and Hours: 206 Aquinas Hall
Tel.: 202 319-6651      





     Wed. 1-3 p.m.  Thurs. 2-3 p.m.,

brady@cua.edu                                                                                               or by appointment

PHIL 505 MORAL ISSUES IN HEALTH CARE (3)               T 5:10-7:00 p.m., 154 Nursing-Biology
       A study of ethical principles and their application to such issues as the right to health care, abortion, genetics, reproductive technologies, human experimentation, behavior control and euthanasia. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES and their relation to the Aims of the University (Announcements):

       This course should give you some understanding of the bases and principles involved in making sound moral judgments.  It should give you some ability to apply such principles to selected moral issues in health care.

       This course helps to fulfill the aims of the University expressed in the Announcements, particularly 

the following:

1. to discover, preserve, and impart truth in all its forms, with particular reference to the needs and

opportunities of the nation . . . and the world.

2. to cultivate and impart an understanding of the Christian faith within the context of all forms of 

      human inquiry and values.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
Mappes, Thomas A. and David DeGrazia. Biomedical Ethics. Sixth Edition. Boston: McGraw Hill 

               Company, 2006.

Varga, Andrew C., S.J.  On Being Human: Principles of Ethics.  New York/Ramsey: Paulist Press. 1978.

               (Availableat Amazon.com and in photocopy, Nursing Library File; 2 paperback copies in Mullen 
                Library.)
Course Outline for use in class. Purchase in class: $5.00.

CONTENT OF THE COURSE:
I. NATURE OF ETHICS  (August 28)

    A.   Ethics is philosophy; it is not theology.

            1. Nature of philosophy

            2. Nature of theology

            3. Comparison; relationship

    B.   Nature of truth

            1. Objective aspects

            2. Subjective aspects

     C.   Ethics is a practical philosophy; it is applying principles of human action to any and all human 

            action(s).

     D.   Distinction between ethics and morality.

II. BASES OF MAKING SOUND MORAL JUDGMENTS (September 4, 11) (Varga, Ch. 1-6) 
A. Context: The Situation (object, end, and circumstances)

B. Human nature – human persons

C. Human good(s) – common good – personal happiness

D. Human reason + intellectual virtues

E. Free will + moral virtues

F. Responsible moral action

1. Factors which constitute it.

2. Factors which destroy it

3. Factors which modify it.   
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III. DEVELOPMENT OF MORAL PRINCIPLES AND PRECEPTS (Sept. 11) (Varga, Ch. 8, 10, 11)

A. Basic moral principle

B. Basic moral precept (ought)

C. Secondary moral precepts

D. Applications 

    IV.  PROCESS OF MAKING MORAL JUDGMENTS (Sept. 18, 25) (Varga, Ch. 13, 15)

A. Nature of moral action

1. Development – five steps

2. Voluntariness – knowing and willing – indicates responsibility

3. Responsibility

a. for one’s own actions – direct and indirect voluntariness

b. for the actions of others

1) giving or being an occasion of evil

2) cooperating in evil

B. Nature of judgment; nature of moral judgment

C. Conscience

      V. NORM OF MORALITY (Sept. 25, Oct. 2) (Varga, Ch. 11, 12, 14, Conclusion) 

            A.  Subjective/objective morality

            B.  Moral law

                   1. Rights

                   2. Duties

                   3. Relationship between/among law, rights, and duties

             C.  Human reason

             D.  Sanctions

     VI.  PRINCIPLES OF MORAL ACTION  (Oct. 2) (Varga, Ch. 9)

A. Basic moral principle; basic moral precept; secondary moral precepts

B. Principle of Double Effect

C. Occasion of Evil; Cooperation in Evil: formal and material

D. Principles to guide forming one’s conscience

E. Judging the Situation

1. The act, the motive, the circumstances---their relationship

2. Conflicts of laws, rights, and duties

F. Justice

1. Contractual justice

2. Distributive justice

3. Social justice

4. Common good

G. Extraordinary Means
H. Principles specific to Health Care (Oct. 16)

    VII.  SELECTED ISSUES  (from Mappes and DeGrazia text)

A. Physicians’ and nurses’ obligations and patients’ rights;  privacy; confidentiality; conflicts; 

       informed consent. (Chapters 2: 59-70; 3: 162-67)  (Oct. 23¸ 30) 

B. Euthanasia; use and withdrawal of life-support systems; care of impaired infants. 

(Chapters 5: 302-08; 6: 377-84) (Nov. 6, 13)

C. Right to Health Care. (Chapter 9: 615-28) (Nov. 20)

D. Abortion/Embryonic Stem Cell Research (Chapter 7: 448-56) (Nov. 27)

E. Genetics/Reproductive Technologies.  (Chapter 8: 511-21) (Dec. 4)

F. Human experimentation (Chapter 4: 224-32) (Dec. 4 if time permits.)
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ELEMENTS OF THE COURSE:

     1.  Class lectures – attendance is required; participation in discussion is important.

     2.  Assigned readings from the text and other sources.  Sixteen brief written reports: see directives on p.4.

     3.  Mid-term Test: October 16, 5:10-6:30 p.m.  Class will continue until 7:00 p.m.
     4.  Project: Research on a selected moral issue or case with moral evaluation; written presentation due
          Nov. 20.  See directives below on this page.

     5.  Final Examination: Tuesday, Dec. 11: 6:00-8:00 p.m.
EVALUATION:

	
	
	                        A      
	=
	Excellent
	96-100

	Reading Reports  
	 15%
	                        A-
	=
	
	92-  95

	Mid-term Test
	 20%
	                        B+
	=
	
	89-  91

	Project (Paper)
	 25%
	                        B
	=
	Satisfactory
	86-  88

	Final Exam
	 40%
	                        B-
	=
	
	83-  85

	
	
	                        C+
	=
	
	79-  82

	
	
	                        C
	=
	Passing but Marginal
	74-  78

	
	
	                        D
	=
	
	70-  73

	
	100%
	                        F      
	=
	Failure
	69 and below


PROJECT:
   1.   Select a health care issue, problem, or case in which you are interested and which has a moral dimension.
   2.   Research your subject, using 10-20 sources.  (Each article is one source.)

   3.   Determine how this subject is evaluated morally by others.

   4.   Evaluate this issue, problem, or case yourself using principles and methods learned in this course.

   5.   Present your project in five to seven grammatically correct typewritten pages (11-12 pt. type) according to

         the following directives:

                          Use a title page; number the pages of your text.

         10%    I.   A clear statement of the issue, problem, and/or case you have selected. ( 1 page, double-spaced)

         15%   II.   A summary of how this subject is evaluated morally by others (1-2 pages, double-spaced)

                          In your summary, note in parentheses following each opinion the author and page(s) in addition

                          to the date of publication. The author’s work will be in your bibliography.  All references in
                          your written presentation should be made in this manner.

         50% III.   Your evaluation of this issue, problem, or case using selected principles learned in this course. 

                          (1-2 pages, double-spaced)

         25% IV.    Annotated bibliography.  List all the relevant sources you have consulted, including those you 
                           have not quoted, in one alphabetical list by author.  At the end of each bibliographical entry of 
                           each of any/all ten sources, give a concise statement of the material you used from this source.

                           (E.g., “This source gives current (2007) data concerning stem cell research.  It gives cases both 

                            in support of and against it.) (E.g., “This article justifies withholding food and water from 

                            severely defective neonates and gives pertinent cases.”)

                           Entries and statements should be single-spaced with a double space between entries.(1-2 pages)

                            NOTE: Bibliography should be presented according to an established form such as Chicago, 

                            APA, etc., but adapted with the above details.
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SIXTEEN REPORTS ON ASSIGNED READINGS
Reports are due on each of these reading or groups of readings on the date given.  The purpose of these reports is to supplement material presented in class and to develop your ability to give a brief but concise account of the material you have read, to raise your questions concerning the material, and to express your opinion about the material.  Reports may be handwritten in ink so long as they are legible.  Illegible reports will be returned for rewrite and penalized for late submission.  The format for the reports is given below.  Identify each report by its number: identify each part of your report by the appropriate letter.
 I. Format for all readings except #2:
     A.  Identify the reading by its number.  Give the author, title, city of publication, publisher, date of

           publication, and pages of this reading.

B. State the author’s thesis (the position the author supports).

C. State three points the author uses to support this thesis.

D. State one point in this reading which impressed you, positively or negatively.

E. State one point you learned from this reading.

F. Express any questions you have concerning this reading.

G. Express your opinion concerning this reading.

II. Format for Reading #2: (Write only one report for all these readings together):
A. Identify the reading by its number. State the nature of these codes. (What are they?)

B. State the common purpose of these codes.  (What are they for?)

C. State one point which impressed you in any one of the codes.  Identify the code.

D. State one point you learned from this reading.

E. Express any questions you have concerning this reading.

F. Express your opinion concerning this reading.

Sept. 4:
     1.  In the Encyclopedia of Bioethics (See Reference List, page seven of this Syllabus) read “Nature and Role 

          of Codes . . .” by Carol Mason Spicer, Vol. 5, 2605-11.

 2.  Read the following as found in our text by Mappes and DeGrazia: (One report on all the items below 

      considered together; see II. above for format.)

a. The Hippocratic Oath, p. 70.

b. Principles of Medical Ethics. (handout).

c. AMA Statement of Patient-Physician Relationship, pp. 71-72.

d. The Patient Care Partnership (AHA), pp. 170-72.

e. ANA Code for Nurses, p. 172.

f. Nuremberg Code, pp. 234-35.

g. Declaration of Helsinki, pp. 235-39.

h. Declaration of General and Special Rights of the Mentally Retarded. (handout)

Sept. 11: 
     3. Walton, Douglas N. (See Reserve List), Ch. 1: “Ethical Theories.”
Sept. 18:  Two reports: One report on all items in 4; second report on #5.

     4. Caplan, Lincoln, “The Good Doctor.” (See Reserve List.) Pellegrino, Edmund. “The Virtuous

         Physician….” Text: 72-76. Ackerman, Terrence F. “Why Doctors Should Intervene.” Text: 85-89. 

         Higgs,  Roger. “On Telling Patients the Truth.” Text: 90-91.  
     5. “United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.” (in Outline Packet)

Sept. 25:  One report on all three articles together.
    6. Confidentiality: Text: 211-21. 

Oct. 2: One report on all six articles together.

     7. Health Care Policy: Text: 669-94.
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Oct. 23: Three separate reports: One report on all items in 9.
    8. “Declaration on Euthanasia.” (See Reserve List: Vatican Congregation . . . .)
    9. Kant, Immanuel. Text: 384-88. Rachels, James. “Active and Passive Euthanasia” Text: 395-99.  Callahan,

        Daniel. “Killing and Allowing To Die.” Text: 399-401. 

  10. Orentlicher, David. “The Supreme Court and Physician Assisted Suicide. . . . “  Text: 414-17.

Oct. 30: Two separate reports: One report on all items in 11.
  11. Mappes, Thomas A. “Some Reflections on Advance Directives.” Text: 350-56.  AMA. “Withholding and 

        Withdrawing Life-Sustaining Treatment.” Text: 327-29.  President’s Commission. “Why ‘Update Death’?” 

        Text: 309-18.  Culver and Gert. “The Definition and Criterion of Death.” Text: 312-19.  Tomlinson and 
        Brody. “Ethics and Communication in DNR Orders.” Text: 340-45.

  12. Sage, Wayne. “Hospice Haven.” (in Outline Packet)

Nov. 6:  Two separate reports: One report on all items in 14.

  13. “Majority Opinion in Roe v. Wade.” Text: 483-87.

  14. Text: 457-71. Steinbock, Bonnie. “What Does ‘Respect for Human Embryos’ Mean…?” Text: 498-501.

Nov. 13:  One Report on all items in 15.

  15.  “Summary: Respect for Human Life in Its Origin . . . .”  (in Outline Packet)  

         President’s Council on Bioethics. “Assisted Reproduction.” Text: 548-53.  

         Murray, Thomas H. “Families, the Marketplace, and Values ….”  Text: 553-60.

Nov. 27: One report on both items in 16.
  16.  Kass, Leon R. “Implications of Prenatal Diagnosis ….” Text: 521-25.

         Kolehmainen, Sophia. “The Dangerous Promise of Gene Therapy.” Text: 586-90.

Academic honesty: Academic honesty is expected of all CUA students. Faculty are required to initiate the imposition of sanctions when they find violations of academic honesty, such as plagiarism, improper use of a student’s own work, cheating, and fabrication.   “The presumed sanction for under-graduate students for academic dishonesty will be failure for the course. There may be circumstances, however, where, perhaps because of an undergraduate student’s past record, a more serious sanction, such as suspension or expulsion, would be appropriate. In the context of graduate studies, the expecta-tions for academic honesty are greater, and therefore the presumed sanction for dishonesty is likely to be more severe, e.g., expulsion. ...In the more unusual case, mitigating circumstances may exist that would warrant a lesser sanction than the presumed sanction.” Please review the complete texts of the University policy and procedures regarding Student Academic Dishonesty, including requirements for appeals, at http://policies.cua.edu.

.

SOURCES ON RESERVE OR REFERENCE IN NURSING LIBRARY OR IN MULLEN LIBRARY*

*Sources in Mullen Library are in the stacks for circulation.
RESERVE

Call Number                                                                         SOURCE

	Nurs.R725.5

Nurs.R726.8

 .C65 1992

Nurs. R724

.A738 2002

Nurs.R726.8
.B87 1993
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	American Hospital Association. Values in Conflict: Resolving Ethical Issues in Hospital 
           Care . Report of the Special Committee on Biomedical Ethics. Chicago: American
           Hospital  Association, 1985.

American Nurses Association. “Compendium of Position Statements on the  
          Nurse’s Role in End-of-Life Decsions,” 1992.

Ashley, Benedict M. and Kevin D. O’Rourke. Ethics of Health Care.  Third Edition. 

          Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2002. 
Burnell, George M. Final Choices: To Live or To Die in an Age of Medical Technology. 
          Insight Books. New York: Plenum Press, 1993.
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	In File

Vidcass

RA427 25 U52 2003

R726.8

,H653 2003 

QH332 K37

2002 

Biol. .R724 

.K3181985

Nurs. R724

.K54 1990

Nurs.R725.56

.K55  1992

Nurs. R726

.B9 1986

Nurs. 726.8

.H353 1999

R725.56

M39 2000

Nurs. HQ

766.5 .U5

In File

R726

.673 1995

Nurs.R725.5

.P45 1988

Nurs.R725.56

1996

Nurs.R724

.P36 2000

Nurs.R724.R3

Nurs.R724

.R18 P2

Nurs.R726

.S84 2000


	Caplan, Lincoln. “The Good Doctor. Georgetown Magazine. Summer 1986. (2 copies +  

           photo-copies)

Catholic Health Association. Understanding the Ethical and Religious Directives for 

           Catholic Health Care Services. St. Louis: Catholic Health Association, 2003. In one 

           plastic case: Nursing Audio Visual..
Forman, Walter B. et al., ed. Hospice and Palliative Care: Concepts and Practice. Sudbury,   

            MA: Jones and Bartlett, 2003.

Kass, Leon R., MD. Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics.
            San Francisco: Encounter Books, 2002. (Mullen)

________. Toward a More Natural Science: Biology and Human Affairs. New York: 

           The Free Press, 1985.

Kilner, John F. Who Lives? Who Dies?: Ethical Criteria in Patient Selection. New Haven:

             Yale University Press, 1990.

________. Life on the Line: Ethics, Aging, Ending Patients’ Lives, and Allocating Vital

             Resources. W. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1992.
Lynn, Joanne. By No Extraordinary Means: The Choice to Forgo Life-sustaining Food and

             and Water. Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 1986.
________, Joan Harrold and the Center to Improve Care of the Dying, George Washington 

            University. Handbook for Mortals: Guidance for People Facing Serious Illness. 

             New York University Press, 1999.
May, Willam E. Catholic Bioethics and the Gift of Human Life.  Huntington, IN: Our 

             Sunday Visitor, Inc. 2000. (Mullen)

Nathanson, Bernard N. with Richard N. Ostling. Aborting America. Garden City, NY: 

             Doubleday, 1979.
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic 

             Health Care Services. Washington, DC: United States Catholic Conference. 2001.

Olson, Ellen, Eileen R. Chichin, Leslie S. Libow. Controversies in Ethics in Long-term Care.

            Springer Series on Ethics, Law, and Aging. New York: Springer Publishing Co., 

            1995.

Pellegrino, Edmund D. and David C. Thomasma.  For the Patient’s Good: The Restoration 

            of Beneficence in Health Care. New York: Oxford University Press, 1988.

________. With the editorial assistance of David G. Miller. The Christian Virtues in Medical
            Practice. Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 1996.

Pence, Gregory E. Classic Cases in Medical Ethics. Third Edition. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 

            Inc., 2000.

Ramsey, Paul. Ethics at the Edges of Life. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1978.

________. The Patient as Person: Explorations in Medical Ethics. New Haven: Yale Univer-

             sity Press, 1970.

Sullivan, William F. Eye of the Heart: Knowing the Human Good in the Euthanasia Debate.

             Toronto/Buffalo: University of Toronto Press, 2005.
Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. “Declaration on Euthanasia.” 1980.
             (Copies will be distributed in class and returned to me.)
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	Nurs.R853

.H8 V43 1987  

Nurs.R726

.W34 1983

QH332.68

   2005

Nurs.R724

.W346 2000
REFERENCE
Nurs.R724

.B483
Nurs. QH 332
.E52 1995
Nurs.R15.A51

Biol.R724

.B483

Nurs.R724.J65

Nurs.R724.J86

Nurs.R724.B483

Nurs.QH332.K46

Nurs. R11

Nurs. RT1.N877
	Veatch, Robert M. The Patient as Partner: A Theory of Human Experimentation Ethics.  

              Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987.

Walton, Douglas. Ethics of Withdrawal of Life-Support Systems: Case Studies on Decision 
              Making in Intensive Care.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1983.  (5 photocopies
              in file)

Watt, Helen. (ed.)  Cooperation, Complicity, & Conscience: Problems in healthcare,  

            science, law and public policy.  London: The Linacre Centre, 2005. In Central 

            Reserve, Mullen Library (2 hours).
________. Life and Death in Healthcare Ethics: A Short Introduction.  London: 
            Rout ledge, 2000.

Bioethics Quarterly.

The Encyclopedia of Bioethics. Edited by Warren T. Reich. Revised Edition. 5 vols. New
              York: Simon & Schuster Macmillan, 1995.  (The most recent edition is in Mullen.)
Hastings Center Report (Mullen: Theo.-Phil. Reference, 3rd floor)

JAMA  Journal of the American Medical Association

The Journal of Bioethics
The Journal of Clinical Ethics

Journal of Medical Ethics
Journal of Medical Humanities and Bioethics
Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal

The New England Journal of Medicine
Nursing Philosophy: An International Journal for Healthcare Professionals

IMPORTANT:
See page eight for information about the National Reference Center for Bioethics

Literature, Kennedy Institute of Ethics at Georgetown University, Healy Hall, 37th and O Streets, NW, Washington, DC 20007.
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THE NATIONAL REFERENCE CENTER FOR BIOETHICS LITERATURE

KENNEDY INSTITUTE OF ETHICS - GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
Link to the classification scheme:

>

>http://www.georgetown.edu/research/nrcbl/nrc/nrcblclass.htm
>

>Link to a discussion of BIOETHICSLINE being merged into 

>PubMed/LocatorPlus - Introduction in Changing Vocabularies:

>

>http://www.georgetown.edu/research/nrcbl/publications/changingvocab.pdf
>

>Link to a description of our online catalog, ETHX on the Web, and how 

>it

>

>is similar to/different from PubMed:

>

>http://www.georgetown.edu/research/nrcbl/databases/dbfaqs.htm
>

>Library Hours:

>

>Hours (fall, spring, summer, and holiday schedules)

>

>The NRCBL is open throughout the year from 9 am to 5 pm, Monday through 

>Friday. During the academic year, the NRCBL is also open Tuesday 

>evenings until 9:00 pm and on Saturday from 12 noon to 5 pm. It is 

>closed on all university holidays and on the Saturday before all 

>holidays that fall on Monday. Visitors should confirm extended hours in 

>advance of their visit by calling 1-888-BIO-ETHX (1-888-246-3849) or 

>1-202-687-3885.

>

>Please call if we can be of further assistance.

>

>Martina Darragh, M.L.S.

>Reference Librarian

>

>  

>

--

National Reference Center for Bioethics Literature Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University

phone: 202.687.3885

toll-free: 888.bio.ethx

fax: 202.687.6770

email: bioethics@georgetown.edu

url: bioethics.georgetown.edu

